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The impact of the economic system on the specificity of the health service - the case of 
socialist China and the capitalist United States of America 
	
				a)	main	goal	of	paper	
 
 The aim of this paper is to show the health policy gap between China and the USA - 
socialist and capitalist system. The research attempts to respond to the international dispute 
over which system performs better in terms of providing people's personal welfare from the 
perspective of health translated into standard and length of life. 
 
   
				b)	content	of	paper				
	
 The main means to achieve this goal is to show the character of both economic systems, 
which guides health choices and contributes to the level of their prices and effectiveness. The 
paper includes information about the major matters of health services - main qualities and 
problems, specific phenomenona, active public funds and health insurance systems. It also 
presents and evaluates current health reform programs in the analysed countries. The research 



as well refers to the position of both countries in terms of level of healthcare in comparison 
with other countries and international standards of the right to health as a second-generation 
human right. 
 
 Methodologies are based on the scrutiny of scientific reports and literature together with 
the statistical analysis of the economic indicators such as community hospital statistics, 
employment in medical system, the  healthcare prices and national economic indicators.  
																																				
	
				c)	achieved	results	
 
 The analysis leads to conclusions that neither Chinese socialism, nor American 
capitalism in healthcare provides satisfying level of medical care. However, the studies show 
that gradually implemented reforms mitigating strict political preferences and enforcing 
elements of the opposing economic system have an impact on improvement of health services.  
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